2004 Spring Migration Monitoring Summary

This spring, 1,431 birds of 65 species were banded and 110 birds of 30 species were recaptured at the Cabot Head Research Station. Spring migration monitoring began on April 19th and ended on June 12th. Stéphane Menu was contracted, for a second year, as the Field Ornithologist/Bander-in-Charge (FO/BIC). With the assistance of several volunteers, the banding and migration monitoring was conducted for a total of 55 consecutive days. Fifteen mist-nets, one baited ground trap and one hawk-net were operated each day, depending on the weather. Though below average (based on years 2002, 03 and 04, when a similar protocol was followed), the results confirmed the importance of Cabot Head for monitoring bird migration (see Table below for banding totals).


The season was exceptional for the many unusual birds detected. Two new species were added for the area: a Worm-eating Warbler was seen on the 30th of April. Another spring overshoot and new species was the Yellow-throated Warbler seen on the 7th of May. Just like the Worm-eating, it was observed the following day of a strong south windstorm. The 12th of May, in a warm and humid weather, 84 species were detected at Cabot head, including a Hooded Warbler, a Golden-winged Warbler and the first ever banded Worm-eating Warbler. Other noteworthy sightings include a White-eyed Vireo banded on May 17th and seen the following day, when 2 Yellow-throated Vireos were observed as well. A Red-headed Woodpecker was seen on May 16th and was caught the same day in the ground trap! Also interesting were the Western Meadowlark singing in the half-dead birch in front of the station and the 2 pure albino Double-crested Cormorants flying in a stark contrast with their black counterparts.


With the number of banded birds building up, there were interesting recaptures from the previous years (28 birds from 7 species). They involved mostly local breeding birds, such as American Redstarts (3 from spring 2001, 3 from spring 2003, and 12 from fall 2003), Red-eyed Vireos (1 from spring 2000 and one from fall 2003), and even a Swainson’s Thrush banded in fall 2003 was recaptured. Two recaptures of “foreign” origin were also recaptured: an American Redstart and a Sharp-shinned Hawk. Imagine our surprise to discover that the first “sharpie” caught this spring was already banded. We will post the information on these birds as soon as possible.
Spring Banding Totals of birds captured in mist-nets: 2002-2004.

Species
04
03
02
Av.
Species
04
03
02
Av.

Sharp shinned Hawk
10
20
29
19.7
Black thr. Blue Warbler
21
64
36
40.3

Black billed Cuckoo


1
1.0
Yellow rumped Warbler
49
68
244
120.3

Yellow bellied Sapsucker

1

1.0
Black thr. Green Warbler
25
27
38
30.0

Northern Flicker

1
1
1.0
Hermit Warbler

1

1.0

Pileated Woodpecker

1

1.0
Blackburnian Warbler
2
4
13
6.3

Eastern Wood-Pewee
1
8

4.5
Pine Warbler
2
1
4
2.3

Yellow bellied Flycatcher
17
22
15
18.0
Western Palm Warbler
55
61
216
110.7

Traill's Flycatcher
11
13
14
12.7
Bay breasted Warbler
1
1
11
4.3

Least Flycatcher
22
17
9
16.0
Blackpoll Warbler
1
4
4
3.0

Eastern Phoebe
3
2
5
3.3
Worm-eating Warbler
1


1.0

Blue headed Vireo


6
6.0
Black and white Warbler
45
72
78
65.0

Warbling Vireo


3
3.0
American Redstart 
223
171
204
199.3

Philadelphia Vireo

2
2
2.0
Ovenbird
26
27
37
30.0

Red eyed Vireo
14
13
10
12.3
Northern Waterthrush
2
3
2
2.3

White eyed Vireo
1


1.0
Mourning Warbler
11
12
14
12.3

Blue Jay
88
21
13
40.7
Common Yellowthroat
45
60
56
53.7

Barn Swallow


1
1.0
Hooded Warbler


1
1.0

Black capped Chickadee
14
6
342
120.7
Wilson's Warbler
20
25
32
25.7

Red breasted Nuthatch
2
1
17
6.7
Canada Warbler
22
24
19
21.7

Brown Creeper
9
30
6
15.0
American Tree Sparrow
2
3
5
3.3

House Wren


2
2.0
Chipping Sparrow
17
14
47
26.0

Winter Wren
3
2
2
2.3
Clay coloured Sparrow


2
2.0

Golden crowned Kinglet
36
77
6
39.7
Field Sparrow


1
1.0

Ruby crowned Kinglet
74
145
79
99.3
Savannah Sparrow
1
3
1
1.7

Blue Gray Gnatcatcher


1
1.0
Fox Sparrow

2
2
2.0

Veery
21
4
1
8.7
Song Sparrow
9
19
12
13.3

Gray cheeked Thrush
5
3
1
3.0
Lincoln's Sparrow
11
10
17
12.7

Swainson's Thrush
21
12
13
15.3
Swamp Sparrow
6
4
3
4.3

Hermit Thrush
6
14
8
9.3
White throated Sparrow
26
25
71
40.7

Wood Thrush
1
1
1
1.0
E. White-cr. Sparrow
14
19
17
16.7

American Robin
5
15
8
9.3
G. White-cr. Sparrow
1


1.0

Gray Catbird
11
16
11
12.7
Dark eyed Junco
20
25
69
38.0

Brown Thrasher
6
7
3
5.3
Eastern Towhee
2


2.0

Cedar Waxwing

4

4.0
Northern Cardinal 

1
1
1.0

Tennessee Warbler

1
6
3.5
Rose Breasted Grosbeak
3
4
1
2.7

Blue winged Warbler


1
1.0
Indigo Bunting
5
1
3
3.0

Golden winged Warbler
1

3
2.0
Common Grackle 
1


1.0

Orange crowned Warbler
8
5
29
14.0
Baltimore Oriole

2
8
5.0

Nashville Warbler
18
61
227
102.0
Pine Siskin


1
1.0

Northern Parula

9
3
6.0
Purple Finch

3

3.0

Yellow Warbler
8
16
22
15.3
American Goldfinch
1
4
41
15.3

Chestnut sided Warbler
14
20
26
20.0






Magnolia Warbler
109
144
184
145.7
Total
1210
1479
2431
1707

Cape May Warbler

1
9
5.0
Species Total
62
69
74
85

Av.: Average

Bold: Record high established in spring 2004 (period 2000-2004)

Bold and italic: Above average (period 2002-2004)

Italic: Indicated first spring banding record for CHRS

Data: for 2002: Derebyshire, 2002; for 2003: Menu, 2003

E. White-cr. Sparrow: Eastern White-crowned Sparrow

G. White-cr. Sparrow: Gambel’s White-crowned Sparrow

Recognition of volunteers

BPBO and the FO/BIC would like to express their gratitude to the following members of the Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory and volunteers for the help at the field station during the banding season: Mary-Anne Cain, Ted Cheskey, Alain Deschamps, Raymond Fahey, Réjean Gaudreault, Douglas Lonsdale, Bill MacMartin, Marie-Josée Marcotte, Marion Mosolf, Larry Roszell, Josh Shea, Rod Steinacher, Claude & Margo St-Louis, Al Woodhouse.

Ron Baker, as the BPBO’s administrator, was of invaluable help during the spring! BPBO and the FO/BIC would like to extend well-deserved thanks for his work.

Concluding remarks from Stéphane Menu, BPBO’s FO/BIC

Spring 2004 was a success as coverage was greatly enhanced by the presence of numerous dedicated and skilled volunteers. It clearly indicates that Cabot Head Research Station is starting to be known and recognized in the birding community. This season marked the third year of a migration monitoring following a well-established protocol. Already, interesting comparisons can be made between these 3 years. As shown by the number of rare birds seen and the capture of the Worm-eating Warbler, the unexpected is always to be expected at a migration station! Migration monitoring at Cabot Head will be ongoing for a period of at least 5 years, and will participate to the efforts of the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network. It will certainly provide other surprises and ultimately will contribute to a better understanding and monitoring of bird populations.

